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Wow! Finally, a wedding book for the rest of us. With average wedding costs soaring over $25,000,

you need real life solutions and creative ideas to plan a wedding without going bankrupt. Bridal

Bargains is the answer! Now in its 10th edition with over 700,000 copies in print, Bridal Bargains

shows you: â™¥Â Â Â  How to save up to 40% on brand new, nationally advertised weddingÂ 

dresses.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  The best web sites to save on everything from flowers to gowns, invitations

to, well, you name it.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  Fourteen creative ways to cut the catering bill at your

reception.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  How to order flowers at wholesale online.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  Eleven questions

you should ask any photographerâ€”and seven money-saving tips to lower that photo

expense.Â Â Â  Â Â Â  Â Â Â Â  â™¥Â Â Â  Affordable ways to print your own invitations at a 70%

savings.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  A clever trick to save big bucks on your wedding cake.Â  â™¥Â Â Â  The

best bargains on honeymoons, gift registries, rings, wedding videosÂ  and more!Â  â™¥Â Â Â  New!

Green your wedding with eco-friendly invites, catering tips and more! Â  Â  The brand new, 20th

year anniversary edition is completely re-written, with revised and updated tips on tying the knot

without going bankrupt.
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I used the 4th edition to plan my wedding last year, and was able to save a considerable amount of

money. To be honest, I was amazed to find several negative reviews stating the book was "tacky"

and "paranoid". Everytime one of my friends becomes engaged I send a copy to them as an



engagement gift, and they all love it too. By following most of the Fields advice, we had the wedding

we wanted for a reasonable price. Most of the scams they discuss I encountered. Such as the

charge to cut a cake if you don't use the caterers baker. They are especially on target about Bridal

shops. After spending over $1,400.00 for my dress, shoes, veil, and alterations, the repairs that the

shop assured me would be made to my dress, were never made. Even though I had provided them

with a detailed list of needed repairs and writing a letter to the shop manager expressing my

concern that these repairs would not be done. I had to spend the day before my wedding back at

the the bridal shop,and stand there and watch to make sure the repairs were done. Their advice on

saving money on the reception was fabulous. We found a site that allowed us to provide our own

alochol and only pay for the bartender. Our total bill for champagne, wine, and beer was only

$350.00.The unfortunate reality of the bridal industry is there are plenty of vendors who will rip you

off, and they provide you with the advice and know how to avoid bad vendors and their scams.

I just got engaged a few months ago, and another bride-to-be recommended this book. I've already

found it to be extremely helpful in my planning, as the book thoroughly reviews your options for

various aspects of the wedding such as bride/bridesmaids dresses, invitations, photography, etc. I

particularly liked the lists of suggested questions for vendors--when I emailed one photographer with

some of the questions in the book, he wrote back and said "you couldn't have asked better

questions if I had given them to you myself!" I've actually found the book to be less helpful in the

area of saving money. This might be partly due to the fact that we're having a pretty small

wedding--we only expect about 40 guests to attend, and we're not having a bridal party. Another

minor negative is that when I tried some of the websites in the book, the URLs were no longer valid;

although they talked about use of the internet in planning quite a bit, I wish they had addressed this

area even more, especially use of email to get information from potential vendors. Overall, however,

this is a great book that you definitely will use frequently in your planning--I find myself referring to

my copy again and again.

I'm not your typical BRIDE magazine reader. I live in Las Vegas, and I would have been happy to

get married at the drive-thru wedding chapel on the back of my fiance's motorcycle. Believe it or not,

HE wanted a regular wedding back east, and I agreed. Having heard just enough about the

shark-infested waters of the bridal industry to fill me with dread, I was very unwilling to be its victim.

This book made me feel much more confident in my ability to defend myself against the rip-offs. It

saved me a lot of wasted time trying to figure out (probably unsuccessfully) how to find the best



bargains myself. I knew what to expect and was able to decide which items or services I felt were

worth the money. I am actually starting to enjoy the whole wedding planning process thanks to this

book. It was the only wedding book I found with realistic money saving advice besides the blatantly

obvious suggestions like "make your own decorations." This book is to weddings what Consumer

Reports' dealer cost reports are to car buying. Buy it

I absolutely love this book! I'm one of those lucky people that has to pay for a majority of my

wedding - this book has been my bible - not just for finding bargains and insider tips on everything

from gowns to caterers to DJ's, but also just for basic planning and practical advice. This book, in

addition the the authors' website... are really all you'll need to plan your wedding. With so many new

websites popping up on wedding services, this book sorts out the good from the bad, saving you

time and frustration. The author's write as if they are your good friends - and no offense, but no

maid-of-honor could ever be this helpful or knowledgable! They've gone undercover to unmask the

ugly side of the bridal industry, while still being optimistic about brides finding good quality service at

great prices. Even if you're not bargain hunting, you should get this book for it's great lists of

important questions to ask any service provider. And if you ARE bargain shopping, you need this

book for sure. Older editions may be available at your library, but to be really useful (especially with

updated web advice) you need the latest edition. Take it from me - I found my wedding gown, brand

new and BEAUTIFUL for $152.00 including tax - in MY size, no alterations needed, and I brought it

home the same day I paid for it! My Veil was only $18.00! I'm finding that I can do many things

myself - this adds not only a personal touch, but it's exactly what I want at great prices. I can't

reccomend it enough and from what I read, other brides feel the same. Buy this book!
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